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To those who gave their lives on the battlefield for
a New China and to those who, survived the battlefield,
and now devote themselves to the Four Modernizations, |
dedicate this book with nostalgia and deepest respect !

Author October 1986
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About the Author

Mr. Wu Ren(1916 - 1997) was
born in Pucheng, Shanxi Province,
China. During his years as a student,
China was in turmoil. The author
followed the progressive ideas of
reforming society and actively
participated in the national Anti-

Japanese movement. Before finishing
high school in March 1938, the author went to Yan'an,
capital of the Communist Party of China (CPC), to study at
the Yan'an Anti-Japanese University. Later he worked as a
secretary in Ansai, as editor for the Daily of the Masses in
the Border Regions and for the Xinhua News Agency.
During the Chinese Civil War, the author worked as a
journalist on the Northwest Field Army's Frontline. His
reports were sent to, and broadcasted by Xinhua News
Agency throughout China and the rest of the world. In
addition to his field reports to the media, he wrote a diary
recording his daily experiences which is edited in a book
An Army Reporter's Journal From the Battlefield of the
Chinese Civil War. This book was edited and republished
in 2019 in The Netherlands.

In 1949 the CPC sent the author to Qinghai to set
up the Qinghai Daily. Afterwards he served in various

capacities in the Chinese government.
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After retirement, together with Mr. Tian Fang and
with Mr. Fang Meng as editor in chief, he co-edited the
book: The Reporters of Yan'an a collection of articles by

more than seventy journalists who worked during the
Yan'an period before 1949.

Wu Ren's Works, Part Two Cherished Memories
was published in 2020. The Part Three Sketches of Streets
and Lanes was published in May 2021. The "News and
Stories from An Sai" is compiled in Wu Ren's Works Part

Four: Faith and Dedication which is now together with

Wu Ren's Works, Part Five: Slow Awakening, and Part Six:

Practicing in Calligraphy in the process of being edited

and published.
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Brief Introduction

In March 1947, 260,000 Nationalist troops under
the command of Hu Zongnan, attacked Yan'an, the
capital of the Communist territory in the Northwest
China. Under the leadership of Mao Zedong and
Commander Peng Dehuai, 26,000 soldiers of the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in the Northwest
Battlefield fought bravely throughout the northern
Shaanxi mountains, despite being outnumbered by
almost ten times as many Nationalist troops. With the
support of local civilians, the PLA army was able to
annihilate the Nationalist forces and was victorious on
the Northwest Battlefield.

During this period, Wu Ren served as a military
journalist with the PLA. He personally experienced the
major battles to defend Yan'an, and the war taking place
on the Northwest Battlefield. In addition to his field
reports to the media, he wrote a diary recording his daily
experiences. In his diary he described the fierce battles
and the brave soldiers. He also wrote about the
brotherhood between the officers and soldiers in the
PLA army and the friendship between the PLA soldiers
and civilians. The military and the civilians worked
together to fight the Nationalists and ensure a peaceful
and democratic society. The author witnessed the
corruption and brutality of the Nationalist army and




revealed the underlying weaknesses that led to the
Nationalist's defeat. This journal provides an unique eye-
witness account of the historic events on the Northwest
Battlefield during the Chinese civil war, which was a
battle which changed the course of the Chinese history.
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General Preface

| have never imagined that my previous
manuscripts would be compiled into books and published.
When | started writing, | only saw this process as a kind of
responsibility, a necessity but not as a composition.

There are texts such as: {Sketches of Streets and
Lanes) which | wrote after my retirement. These
sketches are about what | saw and heard whilst walking
around the city. The diversity and complexity of social life
which | witnessed in the streets is something | was
scarcely aware of when | used to sit in the office. | would
incidentally record it but only as a footnote to help me
better understand society.

{The News and Stories from An Sai) was written
during the time when | worked in An Sai County . At that
time there was a vigorous surge in production. It was the
biggest event for the Party, the government, the military
and civilians. | was impressed by the big tide of
production and wrote news and articles about it for the
Jie Fang Daily.

{The Journal from the Battlefield) is an eye-
witness account of historic events on the frontline. As a
young army reporter whose character was forged during
the people's war, | kept this account of my daily life, my
thoughts and feelings on the battlefield to encourage

Xiv



myself and spur myself on.

{Slow Awakening) is not an autobiography, but
rather a tale of personal luck and misery experience,
during the times when the Chinese Revolution gained
victory and during the historic upheaval moving from the
old times into a new society. It took me a very long time
to understand the phenomena and their true
significance . Even now, many years later, revelations
come to me and | gained new insight. However, there are
still many things which | do not really understand yet.
Therefore, this set of manuscripts was originally meant as
a set of memos for myself.

| did not dream that what | have written would be
published into books. One should be honest and know
oneself. Some kind-hearted colleagues encouraged me to
gather my old manuscripts and compile them into books.
| was editor-in-chief of a provincial daily and later in
charge of the cultural section of the province for thirty
years. During that time, | wrote articles for the
newspapers but | will not continue to collate them
anymore. Firstly, | have no energy left to collate them;
secondly, the majority of the articles concerned the
ideology and work at that time. Today there is no need to
waste readers’ time with such writings.

Nevertheless, | will not discard all my manuscripts.
Some of them embody, more or less, reflections on the
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society at that time. Perhaps they might be useful to
those who are interested in social studies. Aside from this
they have no other value.

Wu Ren,
1993 in Xian
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Prologue

Today is my dear father's, Mr. Wu Ren, 104th
birthday. As | look at his diary, there are many thoughts in
my mind which are hard to put into words. This diary not
only records the defense of Yan'an War, it was almost
lost in the Cultural Revolution.

Both my parents were born into famous scholarly
families. During the course of their lifetimes Japan
invaded China, society was in chaos and people suffered
poverty. They were concerned about the fate of the
country and went to Yan'an, firmly believing that only the
Communist Party could save China and provide a better
life for the people. During the Civil War, they joined the
war in defence of Yan'an. Every day there were deaths on
the battlefield, but they came out of the war alive.
Inspired to build a New China, they went to the
underdeveloped province called Qinghai, far away from
their home. They devoted their youth and the best years
of their life to this place. This diary went with them and
witnessed the process of development in Qinghai.

End of the Cultural Revolution, a small part of
Father's writings were returned. This diary was
fortunately included. The survival of this diary preserved
some precious historical information of the Yan'an
Defense War. The event and the heroic army that Father
recorded on the battlefield, remain alive and hopefully
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will be forever remembered .

Father's journal on the battlefield was written lively
and touching. One who reads it would feel that he
personally is on the scene. In addition, Father wrote his
understanding and experience over his correspondent
work which is of practical characteristics for the
correspondent field.

Father's diary, is an account of his daily life on the
battlefield. | have now edited it into a book, in the hope
of providing scholars and readers who are interested in
historical events during that period with materials for
study as well as a set of memories.

Jincao Ong-Wu
January 18, 2019 in Holland
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A poem: Reading the Journal of Uncle Wu Ren
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Postscript
—— Beautiful memories

My sister edited Father's diary. It was written 70
years ago during the period of the defence of Yan'an .
Reading father's diary, I felt as if I were following his
daily path on the battlefield and learned more about the
life of my father and my mother during that period.

Our mother was persecuted during the Cultural
Revolution and died young. Thereafter I lived with
Father for more than 20 years. Father was a humble,
simple soul, strong minded, highly cultured and a true
intellectual. He was a talented writer, poet and
calligrapher. After retiring from his government duties,

he edited his previous diary: An Army Reporter's

Journal from the Battlefield during the Chinese Civil
War; and together with Mr. Tian Fang & Mr. Fang Meng

as editor in chief, co-edited the book: The Reporters of

Yan'an. He lived a positive and full life, writing was a

major part of his life. He wrote a lot of memoirs, essays

about society and the people. He did this, partly as a

committed author, and partly because of his concern and

sense of responsibility for the ordinary people and

society. His journalist's professional instinct was formed
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in his interviews with the people, while observing society
as a whole at the same time. Almost every day he went
out for a walk. Whatever he saw and heard in the street,
on the bus and in the market became the source of his
writing. He went out for a walk in the afternoon and the
next morning would be his writing time. Father had
always something new to write about, and sometimes he
would talk about it with me. Though we often had
different points of views, this kind of father-son

conversation was the greatest pleasure in my life.

In Father's journal he vividly described the
commanders and the ordinary, brave soldiers. These
people were the "most shining and glorious group of
heroes" in his memory. I also saw a second group of
heroes in his book, the figures of his correspondent
colleagues on the front line. They also worked bravely to
write reports about the battles. Almost each one
experienced life and death in a flash. There is also "a
shining and glorious group of heroes" in my heart. They
were journalists of Yanan Xinhua, The Jiefang Daily and
The Masses Daily of the Border Regions. They were: Ge
Bizhou, Tang Luo, Tian Fang, Luo Mao, Du Pengcheng,
Liu Xingquan, Zhao Wenjie, Hu Jiwei , Jinzhao, Liu
Zuchun, Wei Ming, Jing Changzhi, Li Qianfeng, Liu
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Mobing, Zhang Chao, Lan Yu, Huo Yihe, Pu Jin, Yan
Xiao, Feng Da, Mao Lan , Yuan Liang and Feng Senglin .
Later they became famous poets, writers and leaders of

the government's cultural and media sectors.

After Father came to work in the Shaanxi
provincial government, he came into contact with these
colleagues. I was very honored to meet them and to
experience their gatherings. They chatted, full of passion
and enthusiasm. There was boundless trust and
appreciation among them, combined with kindness and
bright smiles. When talking about the Civil War, they
were very nostalgic and showed respect to the brave
soldiers. I could feel the sunshine in their hearts. They
were warm-hearted, had strongly-held beliefs, were
open-minded, optimistic, enthusiastic and strong-
minded. Today, all of them have passed away, but they
are still alive in my mind. In my head their cheerful and
warm laughter and words still echo. The images of the
old ones I was familiar with and the young ones in
Father's diary emerged superimposed in front of me, and

my tears would not stop flowing.

The journey of Father's life was that of a true

journalist. In the last years of his life, despite his
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infirmity, he still insisted on writing. We are now
separated from our parents by the space between heaven
and earth, but the memories left by Father have
deepened our understanding and communication. Our
dialogue with our parents continues in our hearts and
souls every day. What Father left behind is a precious

spiritual treasure. Our parents live in our hearts forever!

Wu Haining

February 14, 2019 in Xian
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